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By Tony Mullins, International Officer, UNISON Bridgend Branch
Reflections on 5th March 2011

Firstly I find it so unacceptable that a whole swathe of the Welsh and British workforce found it necessary to protest against such draconian measures in the first place. We are fair minded people who have a desire to work and provide for our families, being forced to take to the streets of Cardiff and London is so extreme an outcome for democracy and decency.

At Cardiff a group of peaceful protesters gave a very clear message to Mr Clegg and the Lib Dems who gathered at the Angel Hotel.  That message was recognising their betrayal of millions of people by saying, during the election run-up, all manner of things in support of a caring society: these were undertakings to our workforce, our youth population and students and our elderly population. The outcome is that the only group they have supported is our financial sector which is still receiving immoral amounts of bonus payments for their daily speculation with our money. 
At Sofia Gardens we gathered and within hailing distance was yet another group of people who, in fairness, don’t attempt to hide their burning desire to put the working classes in their rightful place. Mr Cameron is from a professional background of PR (what more can I say) his inability along with his millionaire colleagues who sit around the cabinet table to understand the basic needs of people on low incomes is shameful and so devastating to the majority of citizens of Britain.  

Our invited guest speakers were eloquent and wasted no words in their condemnation of this disastrous CON-DEM coalition government, they included:

· Rt. Hon Carwyn Jones. AM. First Minister
· Len McCluskey. Gen Sec UNITE
· Bronwen McKenna. Asst Gen Sec UNISON
· Sian Wiblin. President Wales TUC
· Mark Serwotka. Gen Sec PCS
Mark Serwotka was the orator who made the most impact (in my opinion).  His simple message was one from a basis of understanding where people were coming from and in his address he highlighted the divisions and structures being constructed by this current government which are having such a devastating affect on so many people in the Trade Union movement.

The colourful array of banners and flags was splendid to witness, but behind every one was a person filled with a passion to get this government to change their direction and have some compassion for:

1. Families 

Not 
Finance
2. People 

Not
Profits
3. Communities 
Not 
Commerce
4. Morals 

Not 
Money
And now onto London on the 26th. 
One Million people is the target for the TUC. I shall be there and will report on the day.

