March 2011[image: image1.png]=
UNISON



 

By Tony Mullins, 
International Officer, UNISON Bridgend Branch. 

Reflections on 26th March 2011

London: our day for protest.

The atmosphere was electric as we gathered to march from the Embankment to Hyde Park.  

People were talking and found common ground to protest about “The Cuts”. There were large inflatable balloons emblazoned with UNISON which was clearly our rallying point, flags, banners and signs that contained all manner of messages for both Mr Cameron & Mr Clegg - some polite and one or two others with slightly more base advice.


Camaraderie

We started the march with what can only be described as a carnival mood; the camaraderie was like an epidemic, with people you haven’t met before in your life or likely to ever meet again exchanging sweets, sandwiches and smiles. The focus was on the Westminster Government heaping so much misery on large sections of this country. With chanting and very loud horns that sounded very similar to the Vuvuzela of World Cup fame, the sound was unbelievable with the march slowing down as we passed Downing Street to give the Prime Minister an idea of how people felt about his austerity measures.

We passed landmark after landmark with Nelson looking down on the proceedings: I like to think he was willing us on to our rallying final point. This snaking line of protesters was moving forward. When I had the opportunity to look back I was amazed at the sheer numbers of unionists who made the pilgrimage to the capital to represent the view of so many others who for whatever reason were unable to join us on this very historical event.

Branch Secretary Jane Iles was interviewed by Unison TV and gave a very short but compelling speech why her branch was demonstrating  this can be seen on the Unison TV channel on youtube.com .   (opens a youtube.com video – please note you won’t be able to watch this on a BCBC pc).
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On reaching Hyde Park the invited guests were already making their uplifting speeches, Ed Miliband was concluding his address which received so much ridicule from the Tories. 
Let me just say that I for one was pleased that both Mr Miliband and his advisors thought it the right thing to do.  We need some clear blue water between the CONDEMS and the LABOUR parties, the people who keep the infrastructure that puts the “Great” in Great Britain, the public sector workforce who maintain the services that support the:

· Young and old. 
· Disabled and special needs citizens. 

· Those at risk and the more vulnerable within our society. 

· Education, libraries, fire services, police and so many other services.

There must be an acceptance that politics is for the good of ALL, not just the more well off sections of our communities, not just the banking professionals who actually caused this recession in the first place. 

Condemnation

It is, I’m pleased to say, beyond me how the Lib Dem’s are ever going to be a credible party for any election in future, but that is for Mr Clegg to concern himself about. There was total condemnation from the assembled Union marchers. 

The national media and the government can play it down but let me place on record the immense amount of pride I felt at being part of this event and one of the 500,000 unionists who attended. 

As has been stated by the BBC and other national networks, the reckless minority were NOT part of the official demonstration. They were mindless individuals who have a totally different agenda and a campaign of disruption. We do not condone their actions and stand apart from their aims and objectives.
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