Democracy what price?

We who are members of this Unison can feel happy with the fact that we live in country where if we have a difference of opinion with people, we can within reason express this difference. Many of our fellow Trade Unionists in other countries do not even have this basic right that we take for granted.

Having just survived yet another general election, we may have the government of your choice? But at least whatever your individual political preference is, the one thing that is so important is that we had the right to choose by casting a vote in a democratic ballot (if you got to the polls with enough time left to vote).
The work of the International committee which cascades down to branches is to raise awareness of issues which directly impact on the Basic Human rights of individuals and groups, these individuals on times are subjected to intimidation, violence and even DEATH. 
"Democracy restores to man a consciousness of his value, teaches him by the removal of authority and oppression to listen to the dictates of reason, gives him confidence to treat all other men as his fellow human beings, and induces him to regard them no longer as enemies against whom to be upon his guard, but as brethren whom it becomes him to assist". 

William Godwin (British philosopher, 18th century)
What is the answer to this most heinous of situations which is prevalent throughout the world? My thoughts on this are that it’s down to the frailty of human kind. The basic and, on times, most ugly side of GREED, never being happy with your lot but always wanting more, always looking over someone’s shoulder and developing this avarice which manifests itself in oppression, discrimination and hate.
What we can do at this level? We can be aware of these pockets of oppression and speaking out against them. We can also support the various organisations that focus on countering the affect such oppression can have on individuals and groups.

If you want more information about the work of the Unison International Committee, please contact Tony Mullins via our Unison Office. I would be pleased to set up a group of interested members and also if you would prefer just forward to you copies of information I receive.

Regards 

Tony Mullins: International Officer Bridgend.
